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refractory individual to the county justices or town
magistrates, and these were empowered to " sess, tax,
and limit upon every such obstinate person, accord-
ing to their good discretions, what sum the said
obstinate person shall pay weekly towards the relief
of the poor." If he still declined to pay he was to
be committed to prison.

In 1572 (by 14 Eliz., c. 5) a clean sweep was made.
All these provisions were repealed. In place of them
it was enacted that the county justices and town
magistrates should divide themselves, and make
diligent inquiry within their several divisions as to
the aged, decayed, and impotent poor who were born
or had for three years resided in these divisions.
They were then to " devise and appoint, within every
their said several divisions, meet and convenient places
by their discretions to settle the same poor people for
their habitations and abidings, if the parish within the
which they shall be found shall not or will not pro-
vide for them." The justices and magistrates shall
also, says the act, "number all the said poor people
Avithin their said several limits, and thereupon (having
regard to the number) set down what portion the
weekly charge towards the relief and sustentation .of
the said poor people will amount to within every of
their said several divisions and limits; and that done
they . . shall by their good discretions tax and
assess all and every the inhabitants dwelling in all
and every city, borough, town, village, hamlet, and
place known within the said limits and divisions to
such weekly charge as they and every of them shall
weekly contribute towards the relief of the said poor
people, and the names of all such inhabitants taxed